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Public messages about climate change: focus on children? - study results

What will make people pay attention to climate change and support government plans
to reduce (the risks of) climate change? We wondered if messages about the impact
of climate change on children would be helpful. So we developed a nationwide
survey.

Reasons behind the research

In an earlier project, we debunked an idea many health policy experts promote. Our
research found that focusing on health and wellbeing is not the best way to make people pay
more attention to climate change. It does not help gain support for climate change policies
either. We found that a focus on the effects of climate change on resources such as food
and water, or on animals and nature, is likely to get more attention. There was also some
evidence to suggest a focus on children could be helpful.

What we asked in our survey

We wanted to find out more about climate change worries in relation to children. So, with
your help, we developed another survey. This one asked people about their worries about
climate change; especially worries about how it affects children and their health. The survey
also asked which kind of climate change policies people found most important, including
policies that would help children and keep them healthy. We also asked who should benefit
the most from climate policies: current or future generations?

Important findings

We found out that health is not among people’s top worries about climate change, even
when we asked about children’s health. We also found that — compared to non-parents —
parents worry more about climate change, including its impact on children and future
generations. They are more likely to see children/children's health as a top priority for
climate policies. But, like non-parents, most of them would prefer climate policies to focus on
essential resources and animals and nature.

Conclusion: the government should appeal to parents

From our research, we believe that health — with or without a focus on children —isn’t the
best topic to make people pay more attention to climate change and to increase their support
for climate change policies. Instead we advise the government to pay attention to people’s
worries about the broader impacts of climate change. And to pay particular attention to



parents’ worries. Most adults are parents and have strong preferences for policies that
benefit children and future generations. This is important for politicians because parents are
a big voter group.

A big thank you!

We would like to thank you for your help with preparing the surveys. We believe this made our
surveys better and strengthened our findings. We have written a paper on how we worked
with you, because we think it is something other researchers can learn from. Hopefully this
paper will be published soon.



